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Phase 1 no vimses circulating among animals have been reported fo cause mfections in homans.

Phase ? sn animal influenza vims circulating among domestcated or wild animsls is known to have caused
infection in urnans, and is therefore considered a potental pandemic threat.

Phase 3, an animal or lnoman-animal influenza reassortant vims has cansed sporadic cases or small clusters of
disease in people, but hss not resulted m buman-to-buman Tansmission sufficient to sustain
commounity-level outbresks. Limited homasn-to-human gememiszion may ocour under some
circumstances, for example when there is close contact between an infected persom and am
nnprofected carepiver. However, limited transmission under such mesimicted circumstances does ot
indicate that the vims has gained the level of ransmissibility among homans necessary to Canse a
pandemic.

Phase 4 is characterized by verfed uman-to-homsn transmission of an animal or buman-animal influenza
regsspriant vims able to csuse Scommminity-level outbreaks ™ The ability to couse sustained disease
ouibreaks in & commumity marks a sipnificant upwards shifi in the risk for a pandemic. Any country that

smspects of has verified such an event should urgently consult with WHO so that the simation can be
joindy azsessed and 3 decision made by the affected country if implementation of & rapid pandsmic
containment operation is warranted. Phase 4 mdicates a significant increase n risk of a pandenuc bt
does not necessanly mean thet s pandemic is a forgone conchosion

Phase 5 is characterized by human-to-human spread of the virs into at least two counimies in one WHO region.
While most conmities will not be affected at this stage. the declaration of Phase 5 is a smong siznal that a
pandemmic is imminent and that the fime to Gnslize the organization comrmumication, and implemeniation
of the planned mitigation measures is short.

Phase &, the pandemic phase is charsctenized by comnmmity level outbreaks m st least one other couniry in a
different WHO region in addition to the criteria defined m Phase 5. Desisnation of this phase will indicate
that & zlobal pandemic is under way.

(Source: hitps: /o who int'csn disease/'swinefin phase/sn’)
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